August 7, 2008
Dear Fraternity Corporation Board President:
Each year during the ISU Homecoming celebration, fraternities and sororities work together in pairings to design, construct, and present Lawn Displays.  Each Lawn Display includes a three-dimensional, freestanding structure and a skit or presentation related to the homecoming theme.  Movement (mechanical, human, or machine powered), lighting and sound are encouraged – though not required – to be used in the presentation of these displays.  Lawn Display presentations and judging take place during “ExCYtement in the Streets” events on the Friday night before the Homecoming football game.  

The Homecoming Central Committee, in conjunction with the Iowa State University Alumni Association, Office of Risk Management, Environmental Health and Safety, Office of Greek Affairs, and University Counsel have collaborated in the development of a new set of requirements designed to focus on safety during the construction and presentation of the displays.  Attached is the updated Lawn Displays section of the Homecoming Activities Guide, including information about safety and risk management.  
For Lawn Display construction and presentation to be held on your fraternity’s property, the corporation board must complete the enclosed Homecoming Lawn Display Participation Agreement.  In addition, each local fraternity corporation board and/or national organization must furnish a certificate of insurance as described in the Agreement. All individual participants will also sign release and waiver of liability forms.  
Please submit the completed Agreement and certificate of insurance to the Office of Risk Management, 3618 Administrative Services Building, Ames, Iowa 50011 or FAX to (515) 294-3105 by Friday, September 5, 2008.  An Insurance Fact Sheet has been enclosed to assist you in working with your insurance company to obtain the appropriate certificate of insurance.  Patents for Lawn Display designs will not be considered for approval until this documentation is on file.  

We appreciate your cooperation in this effort to provide safer conditions for the Lawn Display Homecoming tradition.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions.  
Sincerely,

Kurt Beyer


   Susie Hamilton


Jennifer Plagman-Galvin
Homecoming Adviser

   Risk Analyst



Director of Greek Affairs
ISU Alumni Association
   Office of Risk Management

Dean of Students Office
(515) 294-2632

   (515) 294-8612


(515) 294-1023

Enclosures
